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JOHN BROWN.

Btory of His Life as Told by sn Unprejudiced
Historiaa.

[Sinee the publication in the North
| Amorican Review, November number,
of Hev. David N. Utter’s article on
John Brown, we have Leen asked sever-
al times to re-publish the article and we
bave concluded to do so this week. Ev-
en Whough it is quite lengthy, it is never-
theless interesting, and old Kansans es-
pecially will read it carefully. Here is
the article in full :)

[Prom the Xorth American Review Nov, 1883
Whether John Brown was right in his
invasion of Virginia in 1859, isa ques-
tion upon which good men may always
differ. The movemént was designed to
excile insurrection among slaves, which
in a legal sense might have been treason
against the State. A number of men
were killed, and g jury found the old
commander guilty of murder. A rebel-
lion that is successful is always washed
clean of the stains of bloodshed snd
treason ; but where the revelt is check-
ed in its beginning, the leaders usually
suffer immediately, and, for one reason
or another, their names are seldom
greatly hovored. To John Brown the
fates have been unusually kind. His
story fell upon a time when the world
was eager for a hero, and when the peo-
ple of the northern United States must
make one of whatever material came to
hand. It will be remembered that we
were ready, early in the warof the great
rebellion, to worship General Seott, or
General MeClellan, or Sigel, or Fremont,
or Grant—anybody who would show any
activily or earnestness in fighting the
south, or any real hatred of slavery. To
hate slavery, and to be ready to fight,
these were the virtues in those days
that, especially in New England’s eyes,
covered a multitude of sins. Ilere was
a man who bad fought slavery for years
In Kansas, in Missouri, in Virginia,
and had died a martyr to his'prineciples.
The very fact that he Liaud fought unlaw-
fully added to his glory. No doetrine
has ever been dearer to New England
| than the doctrine of the * higher lJaw. **
This is an invisible and unwritten law
which ench man must find for himself,
| read and interpret for himself, aud obey
in his own way.
obey certain human enactments, so
much the better ; if it even leads him
to treason and rebellion against his
country, he at least is right, however
wrong his acts may seem in Lhe eyes of
men: The acts of John DBrown fitted
this doctrine admirably ; indeed, he
himself was no mean exponent of it,
either with voiee or pen. His defense
of himself was on this line wholly. He
had resisted “bogus” laws in Kansas ;
and the laws of Virginien sanclioning
slavery were bogus also in his view. He
| was sbové all such law= ; he had done
| right in breaking them ; he had done
no wrong eéven in killing men, because
his motives were good. He scoutad the
Idea of insanity, and he set his individ-
ual judgment against all the law: books
_of Virginia, and staked his life on the
issue.

The attitude was herofe. The man
bore himself like a hero from the time

his schemes fatled till his death : and

higher law. that every sentence thrilled
Now England as though a prophet were
speaking Lhe very words of God. There
arosk in bis defense, and to sing his
praises, a company of men and women
whose peers did not exist in America.
They have made our history and writ-
ten it, and they have made our litera-
ture. They made the public sentiment
that abolished slavery. They held the
pen that swakened those who bore the
sword that preserved the Union. When
these men said, Jobn Brown isa hero
and a salot, the bravest and the clean-
est of all the heroes of ancient or mod-
em times, there was nothing for it but
to accept the verdiot.

It was not accepled hastily. Very
many newspapers lamented the affair at
Harper's Ferry as extremely unfortu-
nate ; and “‘fanatic” and “crazy old
man” were the terms commonly applied
to the old hero for fully a year after his
death by all except those who were
known to hold extreme anti-slavery
views. But during the war all was

trusted leaders, and their version of the

tory, and, as such, it has passed into en-
cyclopedias and biographical dictionar-
les, not only in this eountry, but in Eng-
land and Europe. The war has now
been over for nearly twenly years, A
pew generation 18 upon the stage read-
ing and thinking, and the deeds of Old
John Brown have a new interest as they
pass agaln under review taking the
form of final history. It isa time of
revaluation of our war heroes, and some
will gain in our estimation, and some,
no doubt, will lose. This younger gen-
eration that is weighing, and sifting,
and revaluing the deads and characters
of the men of twenty years ago may not
love truth more than those who made
the records that we read, hut they prob-
ably meed heroes less. The Zeic-geist
has now more to say of science and fact,
than of right or valor. Not that these
latter terms are meaningiess, nor that
there is forgetfulness of what they sig-
nify, nor indifference toward such con-

in ethics or qualitigs in men ;
but the keenness of interest now 18 all
in the direction of getting at the exact
: of every case, let them be what

muy.

Under the Influence of thisspirit there
bas been a growing impression that the
desds of John Brown do not warrant all
the sulogies that have been pronounced
upon him. Emerson spoks of him as
the “saint whose martyrdom will make
the gallows glorious like the eross.”
Thoreau said, *He could not have been
tried by his peern, for his peers did not
exist.”™ Theodure Parker wrote from
Rome, “Brown will die, [ think, like a
.m-rudnlmllktn-iul....sm

If 1t leads him to dis- |

every word that he spoke was in such [
perfect accord with the doctrine of the |

and from Stephen, who was stoned at
Jerusalem, to Mary Dyer, whom our
fathers hanged on a bough of ‘the great
trea’ on Boston Common, I think there
bave been few spirits more pureand de
voted than John Brown's, and noue
thal gave up their breath ina nobler
| cause. Let the American State hang
| his body, and the American church
| damn his soul, still the blessing of such
as are ready Lo perish will fall on him,
#ad the universal justice of the infinite-
ly perfect God will take him welcome
home. The road to heaven is as short
from the gallows as from a throne, per-
haps also as easy.” These men were the
mdical abelitionists of the time, to be
sure ; but as has beea already said,
their words and sentiments were adopt-
ed during the war period by the eutire
north, and since then largaly by the civ-
ilized world.

But to the average citizen of to-day
such extravagant #ul of & doubtful
character isdistasteful. The mention
of the name of John Brown no longer
brings down the house, and for two or
three years a spirit of doubt has been
slowly spreading eastward from Kansas
whether the man deserves any eulogy
whatever. John Brown was a disturb-
ing influence in Kansas from the first.
He went to the territory not as a settler,
but to fight. His voice was always for
war, and he probably was more anxious
to fight Missouri than to make Kansas
free. Those who had gone to Kansas to
mwake homes and build & state naturally
felt very differently. They would fight
if it became nccessary in support of
their principles, or in defense of their
rights ; but a grneral war with Missou-
rl, or the south, was last and least
among things desired or hoped for.

It will be remembered that the first
territorial legisluture was elected frau-
dulently by voters who actually lived in
Missouri. This body of law makers as-
sembled frst ut Pawnee in July, 1855,
but immediately moved to Shawnee
Mission, near the Missouri border,
where they completed their laboig in a
prosiavery atmosphere and in the most
shameless proslavery faghion—establish-
ing the entire code of Missouri as the
laws of Kanusas and adding whatever
beside they conld think of that they be-
Heved would aid in the establishment of
slavery in the territory. These were
the “bogus™ laws resisted from the first
by the free state party, but they receiy-
ed indue time the approval and sanc-
tion of President Pieres. Then it be-
| ecame a very sertons question what was
| to be done. A few extremists were in
| favor of resisting these laws to the bit-
[ter end, even to the point of fighting

United States troops. But the wiser and
{ more moderate policy of submitting for

1_ at the ballot box livally prevailed, hav-

| ing all along had the support of the very
best citizens, even the most earnest ab-
olitionists. John Brown was among
those who seounted voting poliey, and
urged an armed resistanee to the frmu-
dulently enacted laws, Nol that his
voice was heard in the councils of the
| time, as he was then an unknown and
unnoticeed man, but it was afterward
| remembered thal he had always been
| numbered among the revolutionists.
| The leaders of this fighting party,so far
as it ean be called a party, were not cit-
izens generally, but correspondents of
eastern newspapers, and people who, 1n
variots ways. lived upon money sent
| frem the east to help meke Kansas a

freo state,
On the 2'st of May, 1858, oceurred

what is known.dn history as the sacking
of Lawrence. The Free State Hotel
| was shot through with cannon ballsand
afterward bummed. The two free state
printing offices were destroyed, many
private houses pillaged, and that of Dr.
Robinson, then ““governor,”

to the Topeka or free state faction,
burned. This was done by a band of
nearly eight hundred men, partly United
States troops commandad by federal of-
ficers, but largely a mob of men from
nearly all the southern states, who had
coms on Ltheir own scoount 1o wipe out
the abolition town.” There was no resist-
ance and nobody was killed except by
accident. A peace policy had been re-
solved npon, and was strictly carried
out by the Free State men, though it
cost them heavily that day.

While these events were taking place
in Lawrence, twocompanies of rifisamen
were being organized in the adjoining
counties of Franklin and Miami to come

changed ; these extremists became our]

John Brown affair became accepted his- |

to the defense of the ilifated town;
thess were the Osawatomis company,
| eemmanded by a Mr. Dayton, and the
Potawatomie company, whose captain
| was Johm Brown, Jr. Ecth companies
| started for Lawrence, and they met on
the way and continued their march all
night. On the moraing of the 22d, old
John Brown was with these armed men
near Palmyra, within twelve miles of
Lawrence, Itisnot quite certain wheth-
er he started with one of the compn-
nles, or whether he met them on the
way. Onthis Thursday moming they
beard that Lawrence had fallen on the
duy befure, and were undecided most of
the day whether to go forward or return.
It was toward the evening of this day
in the camp of hisson’s company on Ot~
tawa creek, that old John Brown called
for volunteers **to begin the war in ear-
nest.” He wanted only brave men and
men who would obey him implicitly.
There was hardly any respunse lo this
call, and perhaps not a single man an-
swered. But the old warrior was not
to be bafled. He bad five sons present
and a son-in-law ; these, at least, he
could command.” Jobm Jr., however,
protested against the movement, say-
tieal the men could not be spared, as
they were now pearthe encmy.
the other four sons, Owen Brown, Wat-
son Brown, Frederick Brown and Oli-
Brown, and the son-in-law, Heuary
pson, went into camp by them:
selves with their father and captain and
spent most of the next day (Friday) in
grinding their sabers. About noon, old
John Brown went to a man by the name

the rifls comnpanies, and who had a wa-
gon and seam, and asked him if he
would, with his wagon, take a cowpany
| ©f men back to Polawatomiethat after-

y

| the present and fighting out differences |

Then

of James Towusley, who was in one of |

knowing what was Lo be done. Bo, at
about two o'clock they started, Wwith
their rifles and revolvers all loaded and
their swords newly sharpened. It is|
said they were cheered on their depart-
ure by the nfle companies, which is not
unlikely, as the nature of their expedi-
tion was not known. John Brown, Jr.,
however, said, *Father, be careful; do
nothing rash.” Townsley bad in his
wagon only the Brown family, includ-
iug the son-in-law, Thoinpson. There
was auother mau in the company,whose
name was Winer, who rode a pomy.
Whether he had volunteered and agreed
to obey or not, we do not know. It is
not probable that any of the men at this
time knew itly what they were go-
ingtodo. It was the Brown family
obeying their father, as in duty bound,
with a teamster in their emply and a
neighbor joined to the expedition, prob-
ably because it was going toward his
home.

When they camped that night they
| were near the Potawatomie creek, and
here old John Brown revealed his plaas
for the “war.” He asked Townsley to
guide them up the creek some four or
five miles into the neighborhood where
be lived and show them the houses of
all the proslavery men, saying it was his
intention to sweep the creek as he came
down of all the proslavery men living
on it. Townsley refused to become even
the guide of any such expedition. On
acoount of this refusal the party staid
in camp all that night and the next day
talking the matter over. It seemed to
Townsley, aud probably also to some of
the other young men that this sort of
killing was murder. Old John Brown
urged that it was necessary as a° war
measure ; it was time for the war to be-
gin in earnest; war there must be to
abolish slavery ; God had foreordained
him to begin it. Once a decisive blow
was struck, the fatal peace policy inau-
gurated at Lawrence would be at an
end, and the Free-State men would be
obliged to unite and fight Missouri. The
end of the matter was, that late on Sat-
urday evening ‘Townsley yielded, either
to force or argument, and acted asguide
upon an expedition mach less extensive
than had been originally planhed, but
sufficient, surely, to cover the name of
John Brown with infamy forever.

The first victims of this murderous
foray were found in a family named
Daoyle, living on Musquito creek which
empties into the Potawatomie. Here
Townsley, Winer and Frederick Brown
remained outside thie house, while the
captain and the rest of his family en-
tered and brought out James P. Doyle
and his two sons, Drury and Willilam.
These “prisoners’ were taken rlong the
road toward “Dutch Henry's™ for about
two hundred yards, Here the captain
| gave the order for their slaugliter, but
it was cither misunerstood or disobey-
ed. Old Jolin Brown then himself drew
his pistol and shot the father, James P.
Doyle, in the forehead. Watson and
Oliver Brown then fell upon the young-
er Doyles, and William fell dead at the
} first eut of one of those murderous
| heavy sabers. Drury Doyle started to
| run to the bouse, but was overtaken by
his assailant and cut down. Therewas
& younger brother of the Doyles, then
sixteen years of age, in the
whose life was spared at his mother's
tearful enteeaty.

From this place the “Northern army,”
as the commander styled the little band,
proceeded down the creek to the house
of Allen Wilkinson, which was entered
in the same manner and by the same
men. Mrs. Wilkinson was at the time
sick with measles. When the men rap-
ped at the door, she begged her husband.
not to gpen it. The men outside asked
him to come out and show them the way

At about two o’clock in the moring
the party reached Dutch Henry's cross-
ing, and knocked at thedoorof & house
where there were four men aleeping and
a woman and children, The names of
the men were James Ilarkis, William
Sherman, Jerofhe Glanville and John 8.
Whiteman. The “Northern army™ an-
nounced itself as usual, commanded
surrender, inguired about other prosia-
very men, about saddles, horses, and
whether the men present had ever aid-
ed proslavery men in coming into the
Tenitory, or done the Free-State party
any harm, or intended to do it any
harm. Satisfactory answers were re-
eeived from Harris and Whitemnan, and
they were allowed to remain where they
were found. William Sherman was
killed in the ssme manner as the young-
er Doyles and ‘Wilkinson. The horri-
bie gashes made by the broadswords or
sabers of Ltbe Browns gave rise to the
story that the yictims were mutilated ;
but there is no reason to think that the
bodies were hacked or cut after life was
extinct. The* Northern army™ now,

with a prisoner, Jerome Glan-
ville, steps to the camp of
the previous , Where the wagon
and horses been left. They break-

fasted there apd remained in camp Lill
nearly noon,

As the
morning,

iy light of that Sunday
1856 came over that

house, | in eold b

yet, that this was the work of Jobn
Brown. And the same morning found
the stern commander of the army
seven in camp with his men and
oner. As he lifts his hands to

B

late day to publish it to all the world,
and let the story have its full effect on
the young who are forming their esti-
‘mate of the man. -

The story as here related is true be-
yond adoubt in all essential particu-
lars. It rests upon the testimony of no
single witness, but upon the perfeect
agreement ef many, [tstruth wascon-
fessed by Brown himsel$ explicitly on
one oocasion, implicitly many times.
The killing of these men was never at-
tributed to anybody else, and nobody in
Kansas doubts that it was done under
John Brown’s authority.

The community at first was startied
and shocked by the reports of these
midnight murders. Old John Brown
and his company of seven arrived at
the camp they had left on Ottawa creek
about midnight between Sunday and
Monday after the assassinations. The
news was known there the next morn-
ing, and John Brown, Jr., immediately
resigned his command of the rifle com-
pany, mounted his horse and rode away
home. IHe was soon after arrested for
this erime, and severely used, it is said,
being driven, chained, many miles in
the hot sun untilhe became insane. His
father nused to show the chain im the
east on his money-raising excursions,
and showed great emotion in narrating
John Junior’s sufferings and consequent
insanity. He may well have shown emo-
tion. That son suffered for his father's
crime, which at that very time he was
hiding and denying. Insane, a raving
maniac, John Junior certainly was for
awhile, as his fellow-prisoners testify.
And the form of his raving was all con-
nected with this affair. “When the
conversation turned, as It sometimes
did, upon the Potawatomie murder, and
we attempted to excuse his father for
that act, giving the mitigating cireum-
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men at the time, his eyes would sparkle
would assume the wildest i
and, in s loud and hoistes ol
exclaim : ‘Do not at d
thing in palliation of
Nothing can excuse it. I
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in opem day it would
beds at mid
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st Black Jack, are well known. Bulit
is not understood, however,
that all this fighting at Osawatomie and
Black Jack grew out of the Potawsato-

ly evil to Kansas resulted. so far as can
be judged with any sort of certainty.
The effect of this crime on the charac-
ter and career of old John Brown was
pervasive, decisive, overwhelming. Af-
ter that night he knew his life was for-
feit ; and he fought, and begged and
planned with s desperateness born of
his danger. e could not live in Kan-
sas ; he eould not live safely or peacea-
bly anywhere. Ile must fight on to the.
end mow. The BRublcon was passed.
He cut off his long beard, probably asa
disguise, and sought help in New Eng-
land, reciting the woes of his family,
but concealing theircause, Ilisdesper-
ate earnestness won the confidence and
the hearts of some of New Eugland's
greatest and noblest men, Had they
koown fally what be was and what be

stances current among the Free-State |®
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with unwonted brilliancy, his manner afl
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they would not bave armed and helped
him as they did.

In 1857, it was believed in Kausas
that there was a secret plot for the mas-
sacre of the members of the
constitutional convention. This cons«
vention was yery odious to the radieal
wtn;u(tb.huuhhm. Old Johet
Brown was at the time

ter in his dying speech, and sald
slaves were freed without
one, “‘withoul even the
gun.” His aecounts of his ex
fore his eastern friends,
were seldom truthful. The
Black Jack was Captain
watomie was not a victory, buta
of the freb state party, and no
lar bravery was shown by auybody. Oid
John Brown ran away in time to save
his life, which was all well enough ; on-
ly there is a popular impression that he
did great things at the “battle of Osa-
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a man they did ot know, a free stats
paper, “The Herald of Freedom" of
Lawrence, was printing the plain un- -

near a hero never know him, be is often
rejected by all of his generation. The
distant view is the true view. H

get the man in true perspeet:
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it s desired that
!ﬂmﬂ. 4 Imhhprlm
Herd Book at once and see if he has

e
/
i

gt
f5e
:
H

g2

e
iy
is
v

¢
i
!
|

had dope, «v evon what he intended. |




